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Anarchists and 
Liberals in D.C. on 
Iraq War Anniversary
By ANONYMOUS

On March 21, I gathered with a small 
group of anarchists in Farragut Square in 
Washington, D.C. to oppose the imperialist 
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan – an action 
called for by the Self Described Anarchist 
Collective (www.selfdescribed.org). Our 
plan, finally conceived at a reportedly four-
hour-long spokescouncil the day before, 
was to wait the cops out. By hanging out in 
the square for a while and then marching to 
a park near the World Bank to play soccer 
for a while before starting the real march, 
we hoped to convince them that we were 
harmless enough to send home at least 
some of the 100 or so cops surrounding us. 
It didn't end up working out that way. 

In the square, I caught up with some 
old friends, was introduced to some new 
ones and settled in to wait for the banners 
and food to show up. Meanwhile, the cloud 
of cops surrounding us kept growing, and 
anarchists continued to trickle in. Just 
before the food arrived, Capt. Herold of 
the D.C. Metro cops approached. Herold 
is famous in D.C. for chatting up protesters 
and later using the conversations against 
them in court. Unfortunately, too many of 
us took the bait this time, standing in rapt 
attention around Herold as he laid down 
his spiel. (Luckily, no one ended up getting 
arrested that day.)

Soon after, fortified with dumpstered 
bread and vegan chili, we got our plan 
underway. The banners were gorgeous 
(although only two of them were reinforced), 
the sun was shining and we were on our 
way to play soccer – or at least that's what 
we thought. We were also confined to the 
sidewalk by about twice our number in pigs, 
but at that point we still had hope of losing 
some of them. It was not to be. Upon arrival 
at the park, the cops immediately told us we 

couldn't stay. In spite of gatherings in parks 
being perfectly legal in D.C., they strongly 
hinted, but didn't quite promise, that they 
would disperse us by force if we didn't leave. 
Some of us wanted to stay and call their 
bluff, if it were a bluff, while others were 
in favor of moving on. The movers-on were 
louder and probably more numerous and 
so prevailed. This was a theme that would 
resurface later in the day.

Back on the road, we headed for the 
World Bank building. We took a couple of 
laps around the place, and two of us made a 
quick dash for the door. It was locked, but I 
don't know if they anticipated our arrival or 
just aren't open on Saturdays.

From the World Bank, our march 
departed on a long and circuitous journey. 
Our ultimate destination was the "March 
on the Pentagon" liberal rally organized by 
the ANSWER Coalition, where we hoped 
to merge with the crowd and escape the 
cops. Not being familiar with D.C., I had 
no idea where we were most of the time, 
but a few events stand out. At one point we 
came across a homeless man holding a sign 
reading "Please Help." We gave him some 
of our bread and chili, the latter in a bowl 
fashioned on the spot out of aluminum foil, 
and continued on our way. 

In Georgetown, D.C.'s rich 
neighborhood, the cops got even more 
aggressive, at one point even denying us the 
right to cross a street on the crosswalk. We 
still managed to throw them a couple of 
curve balls. Passing an Urban Outfitters, one 
person dashed in and came back out again 
a few seconds later. A few more attempted 
to follow suit, but a clutch of cops charged 
toward the entrance and pushed us back. 

A little later, we stopped in front of the 
home of Jack Evans, a D.C. city councilor 
who has waged a relentless war against 
poor people. It didn't look like the cops had 
any idea he lived there until we announced 
it, and we were able to stay and give him a 
hard time, loudly, for several minutes.

Finally, we arrived at the ANSWER 
rally, loudly chanting anti-capitalist 
slogans, just as their march was starting. 

As we tried to merge with the crowd, a line 
of green-vested liberals – the ANSWER 
"security team" – held hands in a line to 
block us. Their job was apparently to secure 
the march from having any actual impact 
on the war machine. After we had gone 
around and under their ridiculous blockade, 
they claimed that they had only been 
trying to save the front of the march for 
Iraq Veterans Against the War. However, 
IVAW would certainly have been invited to 
the front before the march started, making 
ANSWER's excuses even lamer than their 
blockading technique.

All was calm for a little while. We ate 
some lunch and passed out literature until 
we got to the counter-protesters – a handful 
of right-wing, U.S.-flag-waving genocide 
supporters who had come out to heckle 
the march. We happily threw bread chunks 
and plastic bottles at them while the green 
vests complained that we were violating the 
sanctity of Martin Luther King Jr.'s vision 
(or something like that, I wasn't really 
listening).

About 100 yards past the counter-
protesters, a line of riot cops stretched 
across the highway. The march leaders 
took us all down a ramp to the left before 
we even got close to it. The March on the 
Pentagon had just turned into the March 
Past the Pentagon, and we were the only 
ones who cared, or even seemed to notice. 
Instead of confronting the war criminals in 
their lair, the march shuffled through a sort 
of miniature industrial wasteland, the main 
feature of which was a public storage facility. 
It was the perfect place to chant "Whose 
public storage? Our public storage!" but 
sadly, we let the opportunity slip away. 

Soon after, in a narrow stretch of road 
between a fence and a building, APOC made 
their move. Anarchist People of Color, backed 
up by the black bloc, stretched orange plastic 
netting across the route to cut the march in two. 
Their purpose was to give the liberal marchers 
trapped in the back an earful about the racist 
assumptions and practices of ANSWER and the 
white-dominated anti-war movement in general, 
an effort that was unfortunately handicapped by 
an under-amplified megaphone.

The American 
Dream and the 
Anarchist Dream 
By JAKE CARMAN

Throughout the years, much has been 
written about the American Dream. We 
learn from our schools, our families, the 
churches and the media that to achieve this 
dream – namely to own a home, to gain 
material wealth, and the freedom to buy; to 
have both leisure and convenience – is to 
achieve happiness. In a word, the American 
Dream is to prosper, to carve out a life of 
prosperity for you and yours in a highly 
competitive society. 

For millions of Americans, this dream 
is slipping away. The American Dream 
is being replaced by the stark reality of 
American Life: a constant struggle to 
survive capitalism, to have food on the table 
and a roof under which to sleep. People are 
increasingly realizing that the American 
Dream is unattainable. This realization 
comes from the recent and obvious failure 
of the capitalist system, represented by 
the global economic collapse and ensuing 
depression that grips us all by the stomach 
and by the throat.

Except for a small minority of people, 
the American Dream has never been and 
could never be more than a dream. And to 
maintain the Dream is to condemn the vast 
majority of people to a lifetime of thankless 
toil, to produce for the privileged few their 
vaunted spoils of leisure and convenience. 
Without the sweat of the working class, 
there is no American Dream. Thus, it is not 

only a false dream for all but the privileged 
few, it is also a selfish dream, because its 
realization for anyone dooms the rest of 
human society to economic slavery.

The myth of the attainable American 
Dream is perpetuated by those who have 
achieved it, in order to keep the rest of us 
working hard to produce the wealth, leisure 
and convenience they enjoy.

So let us, then, explore another dream: 
the Anarchist Dream. Springing forth from 
the very nature of humanity, a vision of 
society as old as society itself, it was given 
a name (Anarchism) late in the process of 
departmentalization and segregation of 
civilization into a system of classes, castes 
and nation-states. The assignation of a name 
marked the birth of a movement against 
the slavery and bondage to which the 
majority of us are subjected. Our masters 
consider the Anarchist Dream a dangerous 
dream indeed. These masters, those leeches 
who enjoy the benefits of the American 
Dream by sustaining our nightmare, call 
it dangerous, foolish and unattainable. In a 
way, these condemnations are true.

The Anarchist Dream is dangerous 
– for the rich – because in this beautiful 
dream there are no rich. And there are 
no poor to make them the rich. There are 
also no homeless and no hungry, for where 
there are people with hands, brains, skills 
and talents, we can create. And where 
humans can create, we can produce, gather 
and distribute vast quantities of all the 
necessities, more than enough for us to 
all live good lives. And when we are free, 
there’s no reason not to share. Just look at 
the things we’ve already created! Vast cities 
of skyscrapers, incredible labor-saving 

technology and inspiring environmentally-
sustainable methods of producing energy, 
food and everything else. 

All of these and more are the 
accomplishments of an enslaved humanity. 
Imagine what we can do together once we are 
free, once we are inventing, not for the profit 
of corporate bosses, not for the dominance 
of this government or that military, but to 
dream up, invent, produce and create for a 
life of enjoyment for our communities. 

The Anarchist Dream is dangerous for 
the rich because the rich cannot control 
workers infected by it, they cannot dominate 
societies that fill their cups to the brim and 
boil over with the revolutionary spirit, and 
they cannot divide and conquer a people 
who recognize each other as siblings whose 
lives are interconnected.

The Anarchist Dream is foolish and 
unattainable because, according to the 
leeches and parasites, it can never happen. 
Except it has happened: In short breaths 
of life in Greece in December of 2008; in 
Oaxaca, Mexico in the summer and fall of 
2006; in the neighborhoods, factories, hotels, 
restaurants and other recovered workplaces 
in Argentina, 2001 and 2002; rising from 
the Kabylie region and spreading across 
Algeria throughout 2001; in much of Spain 
from 1936 to 1939; in southern Ukraine 
from 1918 to 1922; in the countless revolts 
and revolutions of peasants and workers 
throughout the middle ages; and for all of 
human history before the class of parasites 
established its dominance over free societies 
by hoarding food and land with violence 
and treachery. 

According to our masters, the Anarchist 
Dream is foolish and unattainable, and so 

they will do everything they can to destroy 
us. They will try to stop us from spreading 
our ideas to others, to plant them like the 
seeds of hardy weeds or the particles of an 
infectious virus.

But they cannot kill us all. Each time 
they’ve tried, the Idea, the Dream escapes 
their slippery, sweaty fingers and surfaces 
again. They will never kill the Idea, the 
Dream, nor the rebellious nature of the 
hardy weeds, constantly trampled underfoot, 
but always refusing to stay down. 

We, foolish dreamers and romantics 
who profess the Anarchist Dream, will 
never give up, for we know another thing 
they wish we’d forget: While their dream, 
the American Dream, is obtainable only 
by the privileged few, our dream includes 
everybody – even them, if they’re willing 
to abdicate their thrones and toss their 
paper crowns aside. Anarchism, by name, 
nature, Idea and practice, promises freedom 
and equality to everybody. A far cry from 
the misplaced dream of the toiling, slaving 
millions, dreaming only to stand in the place 
of their oppressors; to be their own masters.

So give up the American Dream, for 
it can never be yours. Even if it is yours 
already, it comes at the expense of the rest 
of humanity, that strong and rebellious 
breed who will shun you and fight you 
for freedom until the last breath and the 
final ounce of blood. Embrace, instead, the 
Anarchist Dream, the beautiful vision of an 
liberated humanity, in which we are all free 
to dream and where the collective creativity 
of emancipated thought and labor will turn 
the brightest of dreams into vivid realities. 
Defect, siblings, to the revolution, that 
righteous insurrection of dreamers.’

(Continued on page 12)Self  Described Anarchists march on the Pentagon on March 21. Photo by Isis.
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Wooden Shoe 
Collective

As a 32-year-old book infoshop located 
in Philadelphia, Wooden Shoe Books 
has provided the community with access 
to literature specializing in social justice, 
radical theory and culture, anarchism 
and other related ideologies, as well as 
providing a place to hear speakers of many 
different topics dealing with social justice, 
radical theory and underground culture for 
decades. As such, we would like to make a 
special announcement. 

For many years, the collective was open 
to anyone with the time to volunteer. There 
was very little training and mentoring 
given to new members. This led to a small 
number of individuals dominating the 
collective, through taking up a lot of the 
responsibilities and not giving space for 
others to take on tasks and offer new ideas. 
It was often hard to retain any institutional 
knowledge of what had been tried before, 
what hadn’t worked and how to learn from 
mistakes. Any conversations to address 
these issues couldn’t be sustained for more 
than a few months because many collective 
members would get frustrated by the 
collective and leave. 

While there was some structure set up 
to address these problems, the collective 
had very little accountability, and members 
would often disappear after taking on 
roles in various committees. Newer people 
would take on the burden of trying to work 
through these issues, however, this was hard 
with such a high membership turnover. 
People felt over time that major problems 
were either ignored or that it became 
a blame game, focusing on individuals 

instead of examining the entire structure 
and mission of the organization. It is 
hard to run an organization with so many 
internal problems. We were losing money and 
not having enough collective members to order 
merchandise for the store or to even keep the 
store open during regular hours. We needed to 
do something major in order to keep surviving.

A core group of collective members 
formed to talk about the past, present 
and future of the collective and the store 
space. It became clear that we couldn't 
continue thriving without changing the 
structure and communication of the 
collective. We needed to meet more often, 
be more clear about what we were asking 
of people, enhance our training of new 
people, examine our role in our community 
and how we could make that stronger, 
and have ways of extending long and 
difficult conversations on how to challenge 
oppression within our store and collective, 
as well as maintain the sustainability of the 
store. We looked to infoshops that we felt were 
successful, such as Baltimore’s Red Emma’s or 
NYC’s Bluestockings. 

This project was largely inspired by Red 
Emma’s collective in Baltimore, Md. We 
are extremely grateful to them for assisting 
and consulting with us throughout the 
transformation process. We met with 
members of their collective several times 
and had a delegation attend one of their 
meetings. Although we adopted our new 
structure to retain the original Wooden 
Shoe flavor, we borrowed many concepts 
they use in their collective, and we highly 
encourage others to look at their model for 
creating a strong collective. ’

Black Bird Collective: 
Solidarity Beyond 
Walls and Borders

By PAUL McCARRIER
Recently, the Black Bird Collective 

organized a state-wide conference of 
groups, churches and individuals in Maine 
interested in working for concrete change 
to the state’s incarceration system. The 
meeting was a great success, and now there 
is a state-wide group known as the Maine 
Prison Advocacy Coalition (MPAC).

We have decided that at this time it is 
best for the Black Bird Collective to focus 
only on prisons, jails and the conditions 
inside of them. This is due to many factors, 
one being the amount of work that is required 
to make changes within these institutions. 
We still work with individuals and groups in 
the community and are actively working to 
engage more of the conventional community 
in Portland in taking a critical look at the 
Prison Industrial Complex that is ruining 
millions of lives in this country. MPAC: 
www.mainepac.org’

Boston Update
Boston is ever buzzing with radical 

activity. Since the Nor'easter last heard from 
us, the city has witnessed a range of events, 
fundraisers, protests and projects.

The Allston/Brighton Neighborhood 
Assembly (ABNA) remains entangled in 
a long-term struggle against Harvard's 
devastating expansion into their 
neighborhood. Resistance is often seen in 
the form of banner drops, holding presences 
at community meetings, and organizing 
with Harvard's workers and students.   In 
addition to drawing attention to the 
negatives, ABNA emphasizes positives and 
possibilities. Really Really Free Markets 
have become a monthly occurrence and 
ABNA held a North Allston/Brighton 
Fair on April 18 to celebrate and defend 
what's left of the local economy.  Replete 
with music, games and picnics, people were 
encouraged, with discounts and give-aways, 
to support local businesses. To keep up with 
their events and press coverage, http://www.
myspace.com/DefendAllstonBrighton

Rising Tide Boston keeps the pressure 
on against the banks and the companies 
that are destroying the planet and its 
denizens. Pairing up with local tenants' 
rights organizers City Life/Vida Urbana, 

festive protests against Bank of America 
are a regular affair in this town, educating 
the public and spreading rage about BoA's 
irresponsible funding of climate change 
and ruthless support of post-foreclosure 
evictions. An especially dramatic Break 
Up with Bank of America was called on 
Valentine's Day, wherein attention was 
drawn to the unhealthy relationship that so 
many people share with BoA, and account 
holders were encouraged to get their money 
away from the venomous tentacles of the 
bank that has swallowed Boston whole.

In completely unrelated news, a lone 
protester from Mannequins for Climate 
Justice chained himself to a BoA branch in 
Kenmore Square before the branch opened 
for the day, successfully shutting down not 
only the bank, but Kenmore Square.  The 
police blocked the streets and swarmed the 
protester, Guy Fox, subjecting him to the 
indignities of examination and dissection 
by bomb bots and a man in a turtle 
suit.  Before being crammed into evidence 
lockers, Fox reportedly told interrogators, 
“Even a dummy like me can see that 
Bank of America’s massive loans to coal 
companies and support for the epidemic of 
foreclosures and evictions has to stop now.” 
Stay strong, Guy!

The Boston Anarchist Black Cross 
(ABC) continues its regular support of 

hundreds of prisoners by sending out 
literature, fulfilling research requests and 
maintaining penpal correspondences. ABC 
keeps up a $20 per month contribution to 
Jericho Boston's commissary fund, which 
goes toward meeting the material needs of 
political prisoners. Boston ABC maintains 
its own bail fund, bailing out local activists 
and contributing to the legal and medical 
costs incurred by state repression both 
locally and across the country. They also give 
Know Your Rights and Security Culture 
workshops whenever possible. Both were 
presented as an appetizer for an ecstatic 
open mic fundraising show in February, and 
Know Your Rights was presented again in 
March at the Boston Area Student Teach-
In held at Boston University.

If you want to support the prisoner 
support and legal defense work of Boston 
Anarchist Black Cross, you can send 
concealed cash or blank checks (Boston 
ABC has no bank account!) to:

Boston ABC
P.O. Box 230182

Boston, MA 02123

The Boston Anti-Authoritarian 
Movement (BAAM) is busy as always, 
publishing a monthly newsletter and 
organizing fun public events. BAAM 
marched with the Red and Black Anti-
Capitalist Contingent at the May Day 
march, and held “reviving radical roots” 
anarchist kids games, as is tradition, at the 
Jamaica Plain “Wake Up the Earth” festival, 
adding an anarchist picnic onto the event. 
BAAM has also added a second monthly 
meeting, this one a “work day,” on the third 
Sunday of every month. 

To keep up with Boston's radical 
news and events, be sure to check out the 
monthly newsletter of the Boston Anti-
Authoritarian Movement! You can find 
it at www.baamboston.org or boston.
indymedia.org ’

Lucy Parsons Center
By SUBLETT

The Lucy Parsons Center (LPC) is 
Boston's collectively-run radical bookstore 
and community space. Named after the 
famous anarchist organizer and IWW co-
founder, the LPC is entering its 40th (they 
think) year of operation.

In addition to selling a wide variety 
of radical books, 'zines, DVDs and other 
literature, the LPC provides meeting space 
for groups and events. Wednesday night 
is reserved for radical film screenings, and 
fundraising events and author appearances 
happen on a regular basis. Comfortable 
couches, free wi-fi and a public Internet terminal 
are available for the convenience of visitors.

Decisions at the LPC are made on 
a consensus basis at bimonthly steering 
committee meetings, which are open to any 
collective member who wants to attend. 
Agenda items can be proposed in advance 
by members even if they don't go to the 
meeting. This system allows members to 
choose their own level of involvement, 
neither being forced to assume a greater 
burden than they can handle nor trapped in 
a permanent underclass.

In February, the LPC set up a 
computerized inventory system using 
software acquired from the wonderful 
people at the Red Emma's bookstore in 
Baltimore. A weekend-long data entry 
party saw the entire stock categorized, 
inventoried and re-shelved. Since then an 
LPC member has added several useful new 
features to the software.

Currently, the biggest problem at the 
LPC is finding enough active members 
to cover shifts. Unfortunately, the store is 
sometimes closed simply because no one is 
available to work. While several new people 
have joined the collective in the past few 
months, they have mostly been offset by 
existing members leaving town. To alleviate 
this situation, the LPC is recruiting trainees 
to join the collective. Trainees work four 
training shifts, during which they observe 
the operation of the store, and four double 
shifts, during which they run the store with 
a collective member standing by to answer 
questions. In addition, they write a brief 
letter of introduction stating why they want 
to join the collective, and observe at least 
one steering committee meeting before 
being voted in.

The Lucy Parsons Center is located at 
549 Columbus Avenue, Boston, MA 02118. 
They can be contacted at 617-267-6272 or 
at lucyparsons@tao.ca. Their Web site can 
be found at www.lucyparsons.org.’

Providence Update
By KATRINA

Hey from Providence! In a town 
where the number of foreclosed and 
abandoned houses is quickly approaching 
the number of those that are inhabited, 
foreclosure defense is growing as well. So 
far, the resistance is on the outreach level, 
where folks have been going door to door, 
connecting residents with the Rhode Island 
Bank Tenant and Homeowner Association. 
The struggle for justice for the Colibri 
workers also continues, with a recent 
direct action in which workers and allies 
barricaded a company auction.

We've stayed warm this winter with 
some rowdy homo activity, in which What 
Queer?!, Providence's favorite group of 
radical queers, organized several reclaim-
the-streets actions, full of brass and sass. 
Providence labor activists Alex Svoboda and 
Jason Freidmutter are currently offering a 
speaking presentation about Alex's attack by 
the North Providence police two summers 
ago and their legal fight since. They are also 
still collecting donations for their drawn-
out case. If you want them to come speak 
at your community space/house/school, 
e-mail Alex at wakeup_alex@hotmail.com.

As we continue to organize, we also 
mourn the loss of two of our comrades: 
Geovanny Sian, who was murdered upon 
his return to Guatemala, and Dan "The 
Man" Daley, whose cancer took over. 
Geovanny was an active participant in the 
Olneyville Neighborhood Association, 
English for Action and the Providence 
Industrial Workers of the World. Dan was 
involved with the Providence IWW and 
Direct Action for Rights and Equality, 
among other projects.’

Banner drops on Harvard-owned property.

Reports
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Syracuse Solidarity 
Network Update

By SYRACUSE SOLIDARITY NETWORK
Following the Republican National 

Convention (RNC), this past winter has 
had a different feel for Syracuse Solidarity 
Network (SSN). After the RNC, SSN 
took a step back to recover and reassess. 
We realized that constantly doing outreach 
and trying to get new people involved 
hindered our ability to do certain projects 
and accomplish certain goals. So we decided 
to focus more on the energy we already have and 
follow through on some long-dormant projects. 

In the fall, some of us took part in an 
event alongside Rochester Indymedia to 
recount the events of the RNC. 

In December, we took to the streets 
on the International Day of Action in 
solidarity with the Greek uprising. We took 
this opportunity to reconnect and rekindle 
relationships with anarchists and anti-
authoritarians in Upstate New York, including 

Binghamton, Oswego and Rochester.
We spent the spring preparing 

InfoBoxes, which will be placed in 
different spots around the city. The 
InfoBoxes will serve as a means to 
distribute right-on literature and fliers, 
as well as being a place where anyone 
can put their own artwork or literature, 
as long as it is consistent with our points 
of unity.

We also hosted an Upstate NY-wide 
consulta to share information and strategies 
regarding the IMF/World Bank protests in 
April. 

There has been a steadily increasing 
momentum for anarchists in Upstate, 
and SSN is excited to contribute to it in 
any way we can. For dead-end Rustbelt 
towns, the ongoing crisis is nothing new, 
and the time is ripe across the world for 
shit-towns to rise up for a Summer of 
Rage.’

Communications from 
the Frozen North: 
A Toronto Update

By BRYN ROSHONG and  
WES HANNAH

This long winter and chilly spring in 
Toronto saw the blooming of new anarchist 
and radical projects, with grand plans for 
more to come.

Facing a long-standing problem of 
having a somewhat splintered anarchist 
movement, Toronto started the new year 
with an initiative toward more integrated 
networking. Two or three Anarchist 
Potlucks/Anarchist Gatherings have 
occurred, with the intent of drawing 
similarly-minded people together, serving 
as a Petri dish for new projects to arise.

One such project was the Toronto 
Really Really Free Market, which saw its 
debut this past March. The eventual goal 
is a permanent space for a community free 
store; right now the market will be a once-
a-month affair. The first RRFM, operating 
out of a space donated by the Toronto Free 
Gallery, had around 500 people of all walks 
of life turn out to give, take and share. 
Everything from books to toys to household 
goods to bicycles was given and taken. The 
event wrapped up with a free dinner served 
by Food Not Bombs to around 100 people, 
as well as a free concert. We received 
overwhelmingly positive responses from 
all kinds of folks who participated or heard 
word from elsewhere. Some want to get 
involved in organizing with us, others want 
to start one in their own neighborhoods.

As the weather warms up, so do our 
Canadian hearts, and we hope for big 
things this summer.’

Binghamton 
Not Bombs

By TOM
In Binghamton right now we are 

focusing on the budget crisis. The state 
is $11.5 billion in debt due to the loss of 
revenues from Wall St. Raising taxes by four 
percent on those making over $250,000 
would fix the budget gap. Instead of this, 
the state is drastically cutting education and 
healthcare spending and raising tuitions on 
all SUNY and CUNY schools, even while 
cutting funding to liberal arts programs. 
In response, we showed up at Governor 
Paterson's local town hall meeting at 
Broome Community College and had a 
rally sponsored by the Binghamton IWW.

After the Paterson action, we started 
organizing for a state-wide day of action 
for March 25 to correspond with the vote 
on the new state budget. Along with this 
action, we are organizing the SUNY Social 
Justice Network, a network of SUNY and 
CUNY students formed at last semester's 
SUNY Social Justice Conference. ’

POG Stayed Warm 
This Winter

By MARIE SKOCZYLAS
It may have been bitterly cold outside, but 

Pittsburgh Organizing Group (POG) members 
have been busy stoking the fires of justice this 
winter. Here are some exciting action briefs: 

Standing with Oil Workers:
On Jan. 15, POG held a “Stand with Oil 

Workers” solidarity picket at a local Exxon 
Station. The contract covering oil workers 
nationally was set to expire in February. We 
wanted to send a message that they should get a 
new contract and that we are in solidarity with their 
demands that it provide safer working conditions.

Eating Disorders and Radical 
Communities:

On Jan. 23, members of POG put on a 
workshop as part of an internal anti-oppression 
initiative to educate each other about eating 
disorders within radical communities. 

Anarchist Ball 2009
We set the night on fire with a blazingly 

successful annual Anarchist Ball on Feb. 
20. This major POG fundraiser brought 
out more than 100 people and brought 
in about $1,000. The evening included a 
raffle featuring items such as prints, ‘zines 
and media projects by local artists, gift 
certificates and anarchist books, to name 
a few. Local DJs kept the crowd dancing 
throughout the night after the Pittsburgh 
Radical Marching Band kicked off the 
festivities. Attendees feasted on lentils 
and rice, vegan chili, cupcakes, cookies 
and gluten-free snacks. There were fire pits, 
more than one giant string-light circle-A 
and a general atmosphere of anarchist pride.

Back in Court for the RNC
During the last week in February, five 

members of our group traveled back to 
Minnesota for our arraignments from 
the arrests at the Republican National 
Convention in September 2008. After 
several months of waiting, the Ramsey 
County Courts finally summoned us to 
be arraigned for unlawful assembly and 
disorderly conduct, both misdemeanors. 
After some hurried travel arrangements and 
legal negotiations, we eventually took a deal 
offered by the county prosecutor: We each 
paid a fine plus court costs, and the state 
immediately dropped one of the original 
charges and agreed to drop the other 
charge after a year (if we are not arrested 
in Minnesota again during that year). This 
was probably the best we could have hoped 
for. Unlike the majority of people arrested 
at the RNC who had been penned in and 
taken to holding cells, we had planned 
– months in advance – to blockade an 
intersection; we had widely publicized our 
intent, followed through with it and our 
action was well-documented by onlookers 
as well as the authorities. Additionally, our 
one and only trip back to the Twin Cities 
cost us a substantial sum in travel costs and 
lost work hours – not really an affordable 
trek for most of us to keep making. We 
are relieved that our cases are closed, and 
we continue to get the word out about the 
events surrounding the RNC and the cases 
of others that are still pending.

Anarchists Against the Wall
On Feb. 28, we co-hosted the Pittsburgh 

stop on the AATW speaking tour, along 
with Pitt Students for Justice in Palestine 
and other local groups. AATW is a direct 
action group that fights against Israeli 
apartheid and oppression in all its forms. 
Members, working in cooperation with 
Palestinians, have participated in hundreds 
of demonstrations and direct actions against 
the wall and the occupation.

Police Brutality Protest
On March 6, some members of our group 

– alongside folks from other local collectives 

– participated in an autonomously organized 
demonstration at Pittsburgh Police Chief 
Nate Harper’s house to call attention to the 
violence and abuses that the system allows 
the police to get away with on an everyday 
basis. Fourteen blocked-up demonstrators 
carried black flags and distributed flyers 
that detailed some of the reasons that we 
have to be upset with the police, including 
beatings, harassment, eviction enforcement 
and murder…all under the guise of 
“protection.” The response from bystanders 
was overwhelmingly positive; many of them 
cheered and shouted encouragement. The 
cops reacted dramatically; a few minutes 
after the demo started, eight police cars 
pulled up, sirens wailing. Nevertheless, 
we held our ground for about 15 minutes, 
holding up flags and signs and chanting, 
“No justice, no peace! No racist police!” and 
“Stop killer cops!” Police cars followed us 
home the entire three miles, filming and 
harassing us with provocative comments. 

Anti-War Anniversary Film Screening
On March 20, the anniversary of the 

war, we gathered members of the larger 
anti-war community together to screen two 
appropriate films: Shutdown, which tells the 
story of how social justice organizers and 
everyday people came together to plan and 
shut down San Francisco’s financial district 
in March of 2003, and 500 Miles to Babylon, 
which presents a narrative of Iraqi daily life, 
disintegration and the humor that ordinary 
people adapt when living in a war zone. 
The room was packed and, despite some 
technical difficulties that prevented us from 
screening the entirety of the second film, the 
event spurred informal discussion among the 
different groups and people in attendance. 

Financial Fools Action
On April 1, Financial Fools Day, about 

50 Pittsburghers turned out for a rally and 
march expressing solidarity with those 
demonstrating in London. The message 
was that any economic system that puts 
profits before people and our environment 
is foolish and must be resisted. The spirited 
march through downtown set off behind a 
banner that read, “Globalize Liberation - 
(A).” There were stops at PNC Bank, the Federal 
Building, Payday Lenders, Mellon Bank and our 
local city and county government buildings.

IMF/World Bank
POG mobilized for the spring meetings 

of the IMF and World Bank in Washington, 
D.C. We are also prepared for a weekend-
long training by two incredible organizers 
from the Signals Collective in New York 
City. Autumn Brown and Sam Conway 
came to Pittsburgh April 17-19 to share 
their mad skills on building consensus, 
facilitation and public speaking. 

And, of course, we continued to work 
hard on putting out Issue #3 of the Steel City 
Revolt!, our quarterly anarchist publication. 

If you live in Western Pennsylvania 
and are interested in getting involved in 
our myriad activities, send us an e-mail 
(pog@mutualaid.org). We have periodic 
orientations for new members. We could 
always use more help!’

Really Really Free Market in Toronto. Photo by Wes Hannah.

Top left and bottom right: 
Pittsburgh Financial Fools Day action. 

Top right: Pittsburgh anarchists set the 
night on fire at the 2009 Anarchist Ball.
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Fri., May 29
(Boston) Protest John Kerry with UMASS 
Boston Students Against Occupation at 
the UMASS Boston Commencement. John Kerry 
supports the Israeli Occupation of  Palestine and the 
apartheid wall! 3p.m., on the Campus Center front 
lawn, UMASS Boston, 100 Morrissey Boulevard. We 
are meeting at the UMASS Boston Campus Center 
entrance. More info here: http://www.facebook.
com/event. php?eid=90098467392.

Wed., June 3 - Sat., June6
(Pittsburgh) Working Class Studies History 
Conference. Of  special note, June 5 panels: “New 
Frontiers in Anarchist History” and “Anarchist 
Theory Past and Present.” June 6 panels: “History of  
Anarchism” and “Anarchist History: An Appreciation 
of  the Life, Work and Legacy of  Paul Avrich (1931-
2006).” www.workingclassstudies.pitt.edu. 

Thurs., June 4
(Cambridge) No Layoffs Campaign pickets 
Harvard students’ commencement. Harvard 
isn’t broke, they shouldn’t be laying off  workers! 
Meet at noon at the Holyoke Center, 1350 Mass Ave. 
harvardnolayoffs.blogspot.com.

Sat., June 6
(Pittsburgh) McKees Rocks Strike Centennial 
Panel Discussion, 10 a.m. Ryan Arts Center, McKees 
Rocks, Penn. John Makar will represent the McKees 
Rocks Historical Society. Evan Wolfson will represent 
the Pittsburgh General Membership Branch of the IWW. 
Many other exciting and knowledgeable presenters.
(Ontario) Common Cause presents Hamilton’s 2nd 
Annual Anarchist Bookfair. 10a.m. - 4p.m. Westdale High 
School 700 Main St. West, Hamilton, ON. Free lunch by Food 
Not Bombs. Free child care provided. Confirmed workshops 
include: Life Under Occupation – with Jamila Ghaddar 
(Palestinian Human Rights Activist) and Tom Keefer (Non-
Native activist organizing in the Six Nations struggle).
(Boston) Anarchist picnic and reading group. 
Join BAAM, NEFAC Boston and the Sacco and Vanzetti 
Commemoration Society at 1p.m. at the Jamaica Plain 
Arboretum. Picnic and reading group from 1-3p.m. 
Games and sports from 3-5p.m. BAAMBoston.org

(Allentown) Demonstration against  the 
Dept. of Homeland Security Act. The presence 
of  Bush’s Dept. of  Homeland Security sets precedent 
for tortured confessions, esp. of  politcal prisoners 
such as Herman Bell and Jalil Bottom (Muntaquim) 
of  the San Francisco 8. At 5th St. & Hamilton St. in 
front of  the federal building. 2p.m. - 6p.m.

Thurs., June 11 - Sat., June13
(Philadelphia) Trans Health Conference, Different 
Paths, One Journey. www.trans-health.org.

Sat., June 13 - Sat., Aug. 15
(Syracuse) THE POWER OF REVOLT: Grassroots 
Resistance in Oaxaca. Exhibit of  photographs 
from the Oaxaca, Mexico resistance movement. Film 
screenings, panel discussions and presentation from 
Solidarity Without Borders 2008 Mexico Delegation 
will accompany exhibit. ArtRage Gallery, Syracuse 
(505 Hawley Ave.), opening reception Sat., June 13, 
7-9p.m. www.artragegallery.org.

Sat., June 20
(Pittsburgh) Really Really Free Market.  Allegheny 
Commons in the North Side, rain or shine, noon to 5 p.m.

Wed., July 8 - Fri., July 10
G8 Summit in Italy, solidarity protests worldwide.

Mon., July 20 - Sun., July 26
(Pittsburgh) CrimethInc Convergence. www.crimethinc.com

Wed., July 15
Nor’easter #6 Deadline
Issue #6 of The Nor’easter, Fall 2009, will 
tentatively be released in late August. Contact the 
Nor’easter Collective to pitch a story by July 15. 
Event submission deadline is August 15.

Sat., Aug. 1
(Pittsburgh) POG Fifth Annual Anarchist Picnic. 
1p.m. to 6p.m. Overlook Shelter, Schenley Park. 
Pittsburgh Organizing Group pog@mutualaid.org 
www.organizepittsburgh.org

Thurs., Aug. 6
(Philadelphia) 2009 Northeast APOC 
Summer Conference. Details TBA. Conference 
will be geared more toward Radical People of  
Color (with anti-authoritarian tendencies) in the 
Northeastern part of  the United States of  America, 
but all other interested RADPOC are welcome.

Sat., Aug. 22
(Pittsburgh) Centennial of “Bloody Sunday.” 
11 a.m. Memorial March from the Bottoms to Presston 
(McKees Rocks) – march with the Pittsburgh IWW! Noon: 
Dedication of State Historical Marker. 1 p.m. Community 
Potluck with music by Mike Stout and The Human Union.

Sun., Aug. 23
(Boston) Sacco and Vanzetti Memorial March. 
Join the Sacco and Vanzetti Commemoration Society 
for the forth annual march to remember the fallen 
Italian anarchist workers, and to continue their 
struggle for revolution. No Deportations, No State 
Repression! www.SaccoandVanzetti.org

Last Saturday of Every Month
(Allston) Really, Really Free Market in Ringer Park.

Every Saturday
(Philly)The People’s Movie Night Wooden 
Shoe Books 508 S. 5th St. Philadelphia, PA 19147 
215-413-0999 sabot@woodenshoebooks.com 
www.woodenshoebooks.com

Every Friday
(Ithaca) Intro To (A)narchist Studies 101. 
6 p.m. @ Silent City Distro. Curious about 
Anarchism? This is the place for you. Every week 
we read short articles, chapters or ‘zines as a 
group and have discussion. In the most simplistic 
definition, Anarchism means no government. This is 
a class where we explore the vast realm of  anarchist 
studies. Theory, history, action, folklore, art, etc…

Every Sunday
(Ithaca) Radical Reading Circle. 6 p.m. @ Silent 
City Distro. Every Sunday a group gathers at the Distro 
Zine Library space to discuss the latest book or ‘zine. 
Herbal Teas are provided. Dress your Sunday best!

The breakdown of communities and 
local economies is not far behind all this 
as neighbors blame each other and the 
land becomes unfit for farming, tourism, 
hunting, etc.

Resistance
Shaleshock Action Alliance is a 

decentralized, grassroots, consensus-based 
environmental justice organization.

As small town people in rural areas, we 
face this looming threat knowing that we 
can’t afford to isolate ourselves. The severity 
of the devastation compels us to implement 
a diversity of tactics. Shaleshock puts on film 
screenings, hosts speakers, prints literature, 
lobbies elected officials, organizes grassroots 
water testing, works the regulatory channels, 
works with other groups, designs and hosts 
trainings and classes, and scrambles for 
legal footing to buy time. And new projects 
keep sprouting. 

As a tactic, we also use what are called 
listening projects, in which locals are asked 
about their connections to the area, their 
values, and what experiences, thoughts 
and opinions they have with regards to 
gas drilling issues. Listening projects are 
not a new idea; they are currently used in 
organizing against mountain-top removal 
in Appalachia and were used extensively by 
groups critical of nuclear weapons and U.S. 
foreign policy during the 1980s. 

In Upstate New York, we go door to 
door in the areas that are to be drilled first 
(those closest to pipelines) and listen to 
what folks have to say. We have literature if 
people want it, but we try not to proselytize. 
Through this process, we become clearer 
communicators and gain a ground-level 
understanding of the complexity of this 
issue in the microcosm of small-town life. 

Listening projects reveal unlikely 
alliances, challenge stereotypes, provide 
information for other organizing, show 
us our blind spots, identify allies and 
inform our actions with a community-
based perspective. Listening projects 
require listening skills, emotional I.Q. 
and the humility to hear people out. If 
we, as anarchists, wish to connect with 
communities, we’ll need more activities like 
this informing our work.

We have also made use of innovative 
facilitation methods during community 
discussions such as “world cafés” – a 
conversational process meant to connect 
people, groups and networks – to make things 
more participatory and self-organizational, 
and to take conversations deeper. 

For more information, please visit 
Shaleshock.org and TheWorldCafe.
com. We’d also like to give props 
to Rising Tide North America at  
www.risingtidenorthamerica.org.’

While the liberals squeezed their way 
around the ends of the APOC blockade, 
we argued about whether to make a move 
against a nearby office building. Police 
presence was minimal, but the same dynamic 
that had hobbled us before struck again. 
However, as we closed ranks to continue 
marching, there was a sound of shattering 
glass, and a masked figure dashed back into 
the crowd, pursued by cries of "Provocateur! 
Provocateur!" A first-floor window had 
suddenly acquired a large hole. 

Further along, Virginia state cops in 
full riot gear lined the road on each side, 
prompting chants of "This is what a police 
state looks like!" Behind them were a 
couple of guys dressed for a black bloc but 
apparently confused about which side of 
the line the protest was on. As we jeered 
and chanted, one of them pulled down 
his mask and glared at us defiantly. A 
colleague quickly summoned him behind a 
pillar, presumably for a quick refresher on 
the meaning of the word "covert," but he 
reappeared a little later, still sans mask.

At the end of the route, the liberals in 
front attempted to deliver a symbolic coffin 
to the headquarters of General Dynamics, 
a large defense contractor. A standoff with 
the cops ensued in a small courtyard in front 
of the building. The situation eventually 
calmed down and nobody was arrested, but 
for a while it looked like an ideal spot for 
anarchists to avoid, especially after someone 
who hadn't been in the black bloc popped 
up among us, loudly proclaiming the virtues 
of mass arrests as a protest tactic. 

I went home shortly after that, but not 
before the liberals took their inadvertent 
revenge. A chorus of Code Pinkers, laboring 
under the twin delusions that reformism 
can work and that they knew how to sing, 
belted out classic protest songs, including an 
absolutely butchered rendition of “Bella Ciao.”

All in all, not withstanding a few 
bright spots, the day was one of missed 
opportunities. The poorly defended office 
buildings near the APOC blockade in 
particular were a perfect opening for an 
enraged mob of thousands to wreak enough 
havoc to get the attention of the ruling elite. 
But, of course, we didn't have an enraged 
mob. All we had was a day-tripping liberal mob, 
surrounding and mostly neutralizing a handful 
of frustrated and intimidated anarchists.

In this respect, our march was a 
microcosm of the anti-war movement 
overall. For the last six years, liberal anti-
war activists have focused exclusively on 
officially sanctioned tactics while excluding 
anything resembling direct action. This 
might have been defensible in late 2002, 
but after over half a decade of complete 
futility there is no excuse left for doing the 
same thing over and over and expecting 
a different result. The insurrection in 
Greece that began last December, as well 
as the anti-G20 and anti-NATO protests 
more recently, have shown what can be 
accomplished when large masses of people 
get angry enough to break things. But until 
the anti-war movement is willing to resist 
the war instead of merely protesting it, they 
will continue to play into the hands of the 
war criminals.

Remember, it's not civil disobedience if 
you do everything they tell you.’

Fortuna’s test site in Troy, PA – one of  several horizontal 
Marcellus wells concentrated in a small area.

Top: Protestors. Bottom: Cops and protestors. Photos by Isis.

EventsUpstate Drilling from page 1

March to Pentagon from page 9

Get the word out!
The Nor’easter hopes to provide a venue for groups 

throughout the region to share news, events, analysis 
and organizing efforts. Any and all events are welcome, 
from local to global; from meetings, demonstrations and 
workshops, to conferences, parties and anything else 

that may be going on!
Send any events to noreaster@neanarchist.net.

Events can also be posted on the Northeast Anarchist 
Network Web site. For more information, event listing or 
to post events, visit www.neanarchist.net/event.


